Creating your web presence

Articles by Jordan McCollum

Advice by Kathleen Maclver and Jordan McCollum

From


http://jordanmccollum.com/

Aspiring Author Websites Subscribe for more website tips and reviews

A solid web presence is an asset to any aspiring author. So how can you create a
website to appeal to other writers, potential readers, agents and editors alike?

, editor of the Internet marketing news website
(and aspiring author), wrote a series of articles to help you understand just that from
an experienced Internet marketing perspective.

Jordan and , website designer and owner of (and
aspiring author), collaborated to offer eleven volunteers website reviews.

We hope that these articles and advice will help guide you as a you establish and
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volunteers!
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Website Articles

Guest blogging for literary agent Nathan Bransford a few weeks ago, | wrote about

the . Butin addition te having

convenient features and good appearance, I Y | & LA NA Y 3 | dzdK 2 ND& & ¢
certain things to fulfill its purpose, depending on what phase your career is in.

(Side note: | have a blog where | talk a lot about blogging, | reference some posts on
my other blog here.)

The get readyphase: networking with other writers

2 KSYy @2dz2QNB Ay (KS a3SG NBIFRé&é¢ LKIFasSsz @
GNRGSNEX o0dzi (0 LINBASYy( ooredzordSnceyorri NB I R&
OF NEBSNJ Aad 2dzald adGl NIAy3I 2dzix @2dzNJ 6Soairi
hurt if you already have a fairly well-developed site.

No

. ST2NBE 82dzQNB NBIRé FT2NJ Llzof AOlF A2y @2 dz
talk with other writers about writing, explore your genre with other writers, and

make the connections that help smooth the path for your careert or at least make a

solitary profession a lot less lonely. This is your time to start building a community

of writers.

How can | do thisPhe easiest way to make your website into a networking tool is to
make sure there are plenty of ways other writers can connect with yout and often
the easiest way to do that is through engaging blog content and comments.

The get ready phase: find your niche

2 KATS @2dzONB LINBLI NAYy 3 F2N Lldz
ll Ei}] i |18 time to get your web presence readyt especially to find

";?/z" 0KS yAOKS GgKSNB e2dzftft FTAG AY
(and publogging?) worlds.

How do | do thisPo > al e2daNESt T 6K &
gKI G @2dQftf oS o6ft233Ay3 o2dzid LG ySSRa
book and your careert and at some point, it will probably need to transition to be

more than just appealing to other writers, too.
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This is almost like a market analysisT using a search engine, look for other sites of

I dz0 K2NB SAGK AAYATIFINI 0221 akyAOKSad {SS 4
what angle you can add to the discussion, especially if it relates to your books. If you

can use your website to show how you and your books will fit on a bookshelf, your

site is ready for the next phase.

Thegetsetl,JK | aSY &dK2g @2dzQNBE LINRPFSaaAiazylt | yR
NMiKS a3S4G aSié¢ LIKFaAST @2dzQNB Ay (GKS LINRO
YFe Ffaz2z Fref Ay GKS &3S0 asSaé¢ LKIasS AfF
your manuscript.) In this phase, one of your big goals will be to show your target

audiey OS ol 3Syida IyR SRAUZ2NERUV (KI G &2dz2QNB a

How can | do thisRrofessional appearancet § KA OK ¢ S
hear a lot about in our website critique series, with professional

website designer Kathleen Maclver of giving "
FSSRol Ol 2y 2dzNJ @2f dzy i SS N& ¢

lfa2 AYLRNIFYOd Ay LINRPTSaasNg
82dzNJ 6So0aAriliSd LGQa FTAYS G | :
but a website for your career might not be the best place to air out your dirty socks
(or any of the rest of your dirty laundry!). Also, be sure to read over (and have others
read over) your site for typos, misused words, broken links and images, or anything
else that would detract from your appearance.

Ly (GKAA LIKIF&aSs &2dz OF y &adodifledtoNISabtéet KS | OA f
up a few pages (about, contact, works) with links in the sidebar or create a menu bar
to help visitors learn more about you and your writing, and navigate your site.

The get setphase: show off your storytelling
lfaz2 Ay GKS a3S0G aSitée¢ LKIFIASE FyR Y2NB
|.

LI I OS (2 aK2g 2FF @2dz2NJ aGd2NRBGSE Ay
an agent, get you sold to a publishing company, and get you sold on the bookshelves.

AY
0 At

HowcanldothisP K2 gAy 3 2FF &2dzNJ ai2NEk
mean that every page and every blog post has to be

written as if it were flash fiction. (Unless you want to . . .

0 dzi G KI  Q RveilddNtBI@esmadh @akidg Sure

that you have at least an excerpt of your writing on your

sitet SALISOALFE & AF &82dzOQNBE &dzo YAl
ask for or allow sample pages with their queries.

©2009 JordanMcCollum.com 5 from


http://katiediddesign.com/

Aspiring Author Websites Subscribe for more website tips and reviews

However, do not use your website as the only medium an agent can see your query
or sample pages, especially not if they ask for any writing from you. An agent or
editor will expect you to email them words (either in the body of the email or as an
attachment)t not a link to their website. Never make an agent do more work for
@2dzNJ gNRGAY 3T 6Ky hiRRIE ONE A2 RNBI KT SIR

0{ARS y20SY AT &2dzONBF aAddAy3a GKSANI
OKI stdpd L 1 Qa y20 2dzald 2y S OSAHOEdzLYR da SRS
dozens of clicks per day, minimum, if agents/editors are even interested enough to

click on the link anyway. Also some email programs also strip out links.)

Photo credits: bookshelf by sl handshake by pclick by Jordan McCollum

Now, we have a few things that all authorst aspiring or nott should be doing with

their websites, as well as just a little advice for soon-to-be published authors. There

I NB @2fdzySa Y2NB i 2website houll §yo andl Kabeiand bey” | dzii K 2
odzi 6SQff adAdO|l G2 GKSasS FS¢g (2Rl e&o

The 1-2-3 phase: attract interest for your book

After your book has been accepted for publication, your website
Ada Iy S@Sy Y2NB LR SNFdz :
freS R2YIAY OADPSDOE Af dzNID SN |
your own domain, preferably YOURNAME.com. And along with
I ySé R2YlIAYy>X GKA&A A& I 32
websiteT keeping your blog, of course, but also hosting a stable
website. Ideally, the blog and the website design will be
integrated seamlessly.

2 dzQ NB
L L2 GO0

2 dzLJ3

7

Ly (GKAA&a LKFaSs AdQa GAYS (G2 ¥F20dza 2y GKI
you can.

HowcanyoudothisPKSNE NB | FS¢g GKAy3Ia &2dzQft o
launches to help drum up interest:

1 An awesome, engaging description of the book

1 The cover (so people will recognize it in a bookstore)

1 An excerpt, preferably from that incredibly intriguing beginning (with
permission from your publisher)

©2009 JordanMcCollum.com 6 from
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1 Alink to your book on Amazont hello, pre-order! (Also, you can use an
affiliate link to make a few extra pennies off any sales).
9 ,2dzNJ 6221 GNIAfSNE AF @2dzQNBE R2AYy 3
1 Anything else that will make people want to runto the bookstore on launch
day!
1 Send author friends (especially ones with newsletters) a short paragraph
about your book, with links.

You can also look at the terms people are advertising and searching on in search

engines, to see if any of those people might be interested in your siteT then use
0K23aS i S&NF 2 Modirsite, in Page titles and content, in natural

flLy3dzZ IS 6, 2dzOQNBE ' gNAGSNE NRARIKGIK {2

The Go! phase: sell your book

As with the 1-2-3 phase, your website can be a major vehicle for selling your book
(and your backlist, if you have one). on
this subject at a conference | attended in April.

How can | do this@ell, along with the

the word on other websites through
advertisements, reviews, releases, contests,
and other publicity.

dzi 0 K| goQrévebyfte @n yoriry’
website, always, always ALWAYS have a

your books on the websiteT recipes, play
lists, deleted scenest anything you think
will interest your readers.

Also, make your website somewhere that people will want to come back tot do
something for them, reach out to them (see building a community), be accessible.

2y

g N.

I 62@S ARSFazZ A0Q&d Il faz |

purchaselink® | | S Go2ydza TSI

90SY AF (rAEAKI ef2NBW P2 213X 0KSE2QNBE adAff

your fans, and striving to build a relationship with them (individually and collectively)
can help sustain you, both emotionally and financially.

Always: sell YOU

Your website is alsoagreatwaytosellyour YR L R2y Ql YSIy LINRai

building a brand that will lead to agents, editors, fans, loyal readers, subscribers,
fame* and glory™ (*results not typical). If you have something to say, some kind of
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YSaal 3Sy GKIFIOGQ® LIFNB2&zFoBRAzZNI AN) Y RALISOAT
brand.

How can | do this®ake your site professional and consistentT use the same layout,
color scheme, graphics, etc. on each page. If you have a theme running in your
published books (especially their covers or color schemes), go with it on your
website.

On your site (perhaps the about page), talk about what draws you to your genre or
@2dzNJ YSaal 3Sd 9y O02dzNF 3S e2dzNJ gAaAG2NE (2
interested in the same topics.

Also, talk about or at least hint at future projects to keep your readersT your

potential customersTt A Y U SNBAGSR® LT A0Qa FSFHaaoftSz 0
newsletter (monthly, bimonthly, quarterly). You can keep your most loyal, interested

fans updated on your progress, offer special contests, and interact with them.

Have photographs of yourself (for visitors and high quality ones for media contacts).
CSI{idzNE 20KSNJ LIS2LJ SaQ AyidS N NIOWEReRtos A G K
get to know you (somewhatt wel € f Yy SSR 2 dzNJ LINR g O s |y
AT @2dzONB ¢SIFNAY3I Of Sty dzy RSNB S| NJ NRA IK
point, something you should always strive for with your author website:

a
R
u

Always: build a community

A community based around a blog, forum or website means thati
people feel welcome. People can participate and interact with
you. People come back.

How can | do this? or
website can be as simple as encouraging discussion, responding
to comments and writing on requested topics. Whatever you do
with your website, interact with your visitors. 9 @Sy A F @&2dz R2y QiU KI O
interact with your website visitorst host a forum or weekly chats to connect

personally with them. Use your email newsletter to appeal to them.

Always: build your platform

LT @&2dzQNB thaeuriqueSefliggarapssitidngust by virtue of who you

I NE FYRk2N) ¢6KIFG @&2dz R2 3 er@rgigedr wiiygaboukK I G @ L F
high-it SOK O2 Y LIzl SNJ KII Ol Ay 3> G2dzi GK2&aS |jdz f
published, you can also use that platform to launch yourself into public speaking
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opportunities on related topicsT building your brand and your platform in the real
world.

How can | do tis? Feature your qualifications on your about paget maybe even

GNRAGS | dadzoé LI IS G2 &2dzNJ Fo2dzi LI IST 2
you have one). Create an FAQ around that industry. List your speaking engagements

2y NBfIFGISR G2LIAOC&aE FYR YFE1S AO0 Of Sk NJ &2 dz
speak on? Something related to your platform and your writing or researcht if

@ 2dzQNB 6 NR U A-yech computerihatking yo2cyuld §pdaldaBout how to

protect yourself from hackers, for example.)

Always remember:@ 2 dzNJ 6 SoaAdS gAftt 0S (UKS YI 22N 4
your readers and potential business associates. Use it wisely!

Photo credits: excited readelr y'bookseller ybricklayer
aledoS &2dz2QNBE NBIFIRe F2NJ I aGaNBlIfé¢ S0ariasSs

worked with websites and Internet marketing for the better part of my life and | still
RARY QG 1y2¢ SEIFIOGfe K2g (2 aNiQaz$lasds Soa

There are three basic things you need for a functioning website:

1. adomain (you get this from a domain registrar, like GoDaddy)

2. ahostii 2 a0 2NB @& 2 dzhdd fleS (rdine bo&itg@ompadhyH S &

3.0 SOKY A Ol inde@(K Agaz>dz oRIZly Qly £ Saa &2 dzQNB 32
O2RAY3A o6& KI ytiarexwdrRthetbackehdy ahd hbpfilly
generate the HTML code (usually provided by the hosting company, too)

Sometimes you can get these things together. Blogger, for

& Blogger
whatever.blogspot.com, Blogger stores your pages and files,

example, will give you everythingT your domain is

and Blogger software generates your HTML code and provides the software that lets
you maintain your site.

Infact, @ 2dz OFy YI 1S . f 233S NWhkhtahBeespRiaBNI d NS f £
dza STdzZ AF @2dzOQNB 3I2Ay3 (G2 06S GKS 2yS YIA
Domain to put your Blogger blog at YourDomain.com, and Camy Tang has a useful

guide on

©2009 JordanMcCollum.com 9 from
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Getting more advanced

LT &2dz FSSt fA1S &2dzQNB shiiBgpienensive gbdlt I Y 2 NB
AaSG0AY3 2y S dzLiEe WKrBPRBD ¢ KR E | ROADSNSOA | £ £ &
already comfortable with blogging software, because you get the ease of blogging

a2F0o6F NS YR GKS FSI {ddzNBa 2F + aNBlIfé¢ ¢S

You can use WordPress.com (and you can
get a WordPress.com blog to show up at
, 2dzNb 2 Y I AyoO2Y:

like it is on Blogger)T or you can use

2 2NRt NBaao2NA® LGQa GKS alyS az2fFisél NBZ 0o
your blog however you want.

@ WORDPRESS

However, for WordPress.org, you also have to get hostingT space on a server to

~

A02NB @2dzNJ 6So0aArAilisSQa FAf Sa ¥Tl2NEidioteSNA (2
g2 @SIFENBRIZ | yYR kSt OddSe then? bfcSuseMdBylwérd & ¢ S
AYSELISYaArAdS 6bTtkY2YGKOUI YR 2yS 2F 2 2NRt
2 2NRt NFaa KIFra az2yYS R@OlIyal3Sa 20SN) . 233
website® / I Y& ¢Fy3Q& IdARS | 620S mavbut KSE LI é
L3S 2NJ I O2yial OG0 LIaBz2i2KSEQNBSHADALKI B

act like posts on your blog.

With WordPress, however, you can keep blog posts and pages separate. 5 2 yw@ni

I 6f 23K Ttwykucdh bihatAvithiWrdPress, too, and just use the page

features to easily create a static website instead. Check out the menu bar at the top

2F Y& aA0Se® {SS K2¢ AL aleéea a!oz2dzié I yR
UNLIMITED pages UAYSt Saax aaldAao ¢gSoLI ISa

Space, Transfer & Domains [ele):#

$6.95 . @'@ Also neat: WordPress made that menu bar all by itself. |

"E“”""T“. RARY QG KIFI@S G2 R2 | GKAy3I® LI
whenever | update a page. WordPress is highly

@ bJUEhDSt customizable, in both the site design and softwaret and

for free.

If you want to create a WordPress website on BlueHost,
YR LQff aSyR @&2dz | FNBS t5C 3IdzA R!
BlueHost 1 with info on installation, set up, importing blogs, add-ons and more! (If
82dzOQNB LI FyyAy3a (G2 AYLR2 NLarcha/i@20%SN 0f 233
to make your switch safe and easy.)
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F ¢2 IS0 GKS 3JdzARSET 06S &adzaNB G2 SYFAf YS
completed the sign up.

Awritingblog. Anin-g 2 NI R OKAf RNBy Qa LA OfordaNS 0221 6 ¢
steamy romance ebooks. A site for your nonfiction aspirations. A
personal blog. How many websites can one person have?

he answer, of course, is as personal as your websites should
beT you can have as many websites as you can handle (and
please no more! A neglected website is sometimes worse than
no site at all.). But how many do you really need?

LQY 2F (GKS 2LIAYyA2Y OGKIG &2dz aK2dzZ R GNEB 7
would be one website, with a blog as part of that website (if you truly feel you can
maintain a blog).

However, in some situations, you will need separate or nearly separate sites. These
situations might include:

T Genres that are completely incompatiblet where writing in one genre could
permanently alienate readers in another genre (like the above example of
picture books and hot romance).

T Writing under different namest especially in conjunction with the above
example.

b20GS GKIFG L |t &z &tlrathR thanyfompldiely Sepad@tSsitdls, NI G S ¢
82dz O02dzA R GNB R2Ay3 GYAYyAaAGSaodé CGaN SEI
but under the same name, you could have Mystery.YourDomain.com and
UrbanFantasy.YourDomain.com . The sites would have at least one or two links to

one another, and to your main site, but would remain mostly

separate.

' YR (KSy {KSNEB esvnalistéffSdoes ithdva ai /
place on your professional site(s)? That also depends on your /A
genre, the tone of your personal stuff, and your audience. If you

KIgS | af AFSatetsSe oft23 oS 3SG LS
keep that and maintain the personal tone and the insights into
your personal life.
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| 26 SOSNE AF KFdIQa y20 GKS (AyRe2T7F
cautious about sharing personal stuff. Introducing too much information,
unprofessional presentation, or flat-out boring content can hurt your brand.

On the other hand, sharing some information about yourselft on a limited,
interesting, professional basisT can help to make your website more personable and
I LILIS | £ Ay 3P Lrladdometimeb it tyk& somd pfadtiof.O S

Imagecredits: frustrated »character

Website Advice

What follows is condensed advice from the full reviews, which are available at

=A =4 =4 4 4 4 4 -4 -4 A -4

This is where every website should start . . . with a careful assessment of what the
goal of the website (or blog) is, what you hope it will achieve, and who you hope to
reach with it. Everything else needs to follow that.

Who visits your blog? Or rather, who do you WANT to visit your blog? Children?
Their parents? Your friends? Publishing professionals?

©2009 JordanMcCollum.com 12 from
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t NSBUSYR &2dz FNB GKFG LISNE2Y S LN
‘ blog before, and take a look at it with fresh eyes. What do you
find?

v v oA A~

In order for somethingi 2 &4 dzOOS SR x yheratBeR | & Q&

whole world is essentially connected and available to

everyoneT it has to fit a niche, a smaller target or focus. We

Ol yQu al FF2NRE G2 0S5 AYuSNJSauSR Ay SOSNE
Internet,sowS G 6 SSR 2dzié¢ oKIG Aad aftAakate fSaa
that interests us 101%.

Your website/blog will be more likely to succeed if you find SOMETHING to center

itaround, a2 YSGKAY 3 | fAGGE S Y2WBkingthdp@dlt®eA O 0 KI
a specific, if narrow, audience can help to grow your blog more than trying to

appeal to everyone. This is just like fictiont 6 S R2y Qi SELISOG GKI G S
SOSNROUKAY3I 6S GNRGS 0 oréabonablyexpektithdt@). WeS R2 =
know that we have to write to our audienceT our niche, our genre

7

LT @2dz R2y Qi syl G2 OSyidSywe
center it around your location and try to find writers near you, y

zy R |

or who are interested in your location. Or you could target
writers in your age group. Or you could center it around writers-
who-live-in-the-country. You could even pick something quirky,
like writers who love yellow or writers who love to go barefoot.
h¥ O2dzZNAES &2dz2QR ¢St 02YS 4NAUSNA - B
fAGGES Y2NB (GKIy @8Stf26> 2NJ 6NAbENE 6 K?2
GKS FIFIOG GKIG AGQa 320 0GKA Zeineedied, 6nd & ¢ AR
also make your blog stick in their minds a little more.

and are important steps in building your
siteT or growing it.

Photo credits: yellow paint ; puzzle piece (gettita niche?)
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The pages of a website are the static, timeless pages that provide your visitors with
AYVIF2NXNEFGA2Y GKS@ ySSR | 62dzi &2dzp ¢2 KSfE L
each page of your site using a menu bar or left-hand navigation.

Contact page

The contact page may be the most important page of your website. Having a
dedicated, static contact page allows any website visitors, from readers to fellow
writers, to agents and editors, to contact you without using a public (and sometimes
awkward) format, such as blog comments or through social media.

On the contact page, use a web form.

About page

The about page has a lot of tasks:

1 Introduce yourself (a picture is nice!)

1 Explain what genre you write in

1 Be personable and appealing

7 Show off any credits or credentials in your author platform

1 Tell your visitors about your website (especially if you have a blog designed to
appeal to a specific niche)

Works page

¢CKS g2NJa LI IS Aa ogKSNB e2dz KAIKEAIKG &2
not.t DeSONR 6 S @2dzNJ 2 Lt & A,Yke you wollAnG Fuendldttdr orOK ¢  F 2
ol O]l O20SN) O2LRP® LT &2dzONBE a2 AyOft AySRX
mock cover to increase visual interest.
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so you might take that down while your work is on submission.
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1. Instantly portray what your website is about, and what the visitor will
receive if they hangaround® o6 LYy @&2dzNJ Ol aS3 Ay iSNBaidAa
not likely to find anywhere else on the Internet.)

22.aF 1S GKS aAdS #@ind theteby Appingtih&irShar@es gt A (1 2 ND &
wanting to come back, coming back, and remembering why they bookmarked
it when they do come back.

Basic layouts for blogs are often best, since people are there to read content (once
GIKSe (y29 GKSEBQONBE AYUSNBAGSRX efitedd? dzZNB SO
to find the content.

However, website made from a basic, generic design template
(99% of thetime)ist A 1S FAYRAY3A | KI NJ
its dust jacket (the old kind that had nothing more than a solid
color and gold letteringonthS S RISV P ¢ KSNEBC
you off to the book/site, but you really had to have a compelling

reason from somewhere else in the universe to open up that
book and start reading, because the book cover itself is offering you nothing.

Find a design that is the visual interpretation of your concept. A header image/text
helps.

Photo of book by

When setting the fonts for your site, stick to Arial, Courier, Georgia, Times, and

Verdana. While the limited selection seems stifling, if you use other fonts, you have

absolutely no guarantee that your visitors have the same font installed on their

computer thatyoudo® 2 KIF & R2Sa (GKS oNRgaSNI R2 AT &
Le/ ¢S ROAAAG2NI 6t A1S YSO R2SayQi KIF @S Al
NEYRSNE (GKS GSEG Ay Al {2 GKS GAariG2NI A
some illustrative font that renders a picture for each letter.

The only way to avoid this is to stick to the very, very short list of fonts that are pre-
installed on all versions of all operating systems. If you want to do something in a
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/subliminal/

font other than that, you have to use a graphics program to make an image of your
text in that font. (And then make sure you use an alt tag for that image, so that blind
Ly G SN S l-reatagdhiddia®ds cin Sl téll them what the text sayst and also
search engines.)

Also, making all of your text italicized is harder on the eyes, and therefore makes it

more likely that your readers will click away without readingit. 6 , 2 dzZQR 06 S & dzNl1
how little a website visitor needs to click away! And most of it is subconscious, too,
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Check your search engine presence by searching for your name on Google, Yahoo

and Bing. To help improve your rank and/or get indexed, look for opportunities for

links with your name as theanchortextz f A 1S 3dzSaid of233Ay3Ix &
etc.

If you have professional competition for your name, you can work to get links, or you
can consider adopting a more unique pen name, using a middle initial, or creating a
unique website name.

{SFNOK Sy3aaySa INB {AYR 2F aiGdzLAR® ¢KSe
or many other formats. You can use a to see your site how a search
engine sees it.

lfaz2y &2dz Oy &a2YSUGAYSA KI @S Y2NB O2yidNER
search engine results (the description below the blue link) by using the meta
description element. The format is:

<meta name="description" content="[description of your site, such as a
tagline to go below your blog name]" />

The description you put there will show up as the snippet in search results (if there
Ady Qi  oSOGSNI YFGOK F2NJ 0KS aSkNOK SNy

Here are some more specific instructions on how to

Seek out opportunities to get your name out there more with links back to your
siteT like through group blogging, comments and guest blogging. (Be sure to
if you doit.)
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A few other tricks you could do to help:

1 Change the <title> element on your home page to something that
)\V()QNJ.J?NJ-GSé @2dzNJ yIYS FyR F fAGGES
t @333 1 2Y0AS .YHiselpdviditdrs whabdokn2atdFour home

"

page or minimize the browser while viewingitt § WA YY& t @333 1 2Y0A
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search engines to understand what your homepage is about.
1 Use headers to organize and emphasize your text, rather than just using

3
/

arl SkadtetSaod LT &2dz t221 G0 GKS a2 dzND!

aO/ 2t f dzY ¢ A @ahdaager (fop leveK taghThatlihdidates to search

engines what the page is about. Use header tags (h1, h2, h3) to organize your
text hierarchically. Test this to see what they look like, but in most designs the
header tags are large and bold. (Technically, this technique seems to be losing
a little power, but it can still help.)
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insert them in HTML).

A sitemap is a good way (albeit a last resort) to help users and especially search
engines find the content on your site.

If you decide to blog, set up your blog to be hosted at http://blog.YourName.com. If
you already have a blog, especially you can do this through your blog host (Blogger
or WordPress) and your domain registrar (GoDaddy, for example) without changing
anything else, really. is a little bit technical, but
not very hard.

Why do you want to do this? Because S@SNE f Ay ] (2 @&2dzNJ 6f 23

AY aSI NOK .y rbhe yofesiy6l hdved thednore authority search

engines think your site has. But if these links point to

http://YOURBLOG.blogspotb O2 Y A0 Q& .t 23{ LG 3ISGGAY3
your blog to blog.YourName.com, the votes now all go toward your domain (which

©2009 JordanMcCollum.com 17 from

A
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many professionals believe will give your site an overall liftT and since Blogger will
redirect your links, il O Yy QU KdzNII HO @

Makesure@ 2 dzNJ 6 f 2 3 Qa 2850MlJbEAkIFESBEF NEBFNSQ |
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disconnect there, it makes the reader do adouble-take YR G KAy 1= &2 AGH
2y OKFG NAIKGIK La GKA& NBI f & gheddifgBackd | YS L.
YR FT2NIKO G(GKIFIGQa GKS alryS yIYSs a2 Al Y

,2dz R2y QU 6+ yid GKFG AYOGSNNHzZIIA2Yy® LT azy
20KSNE @2dz oyl GKSY G2 GKAYy(1=Z al Sesx (KA
G2YF yits 0aSsF2NB 2NJ a2YSUOUKAYIDpE

If you have trouble coming up with things to write about, you could break some of

your very long blog posts into series of shorter posts. Series also helps to build a

sense of anticipation among your blog readerst U K S @ Q NB rwiard 13 jour yext T 2
post.

To make your blog posts a little more user friendly, you could make your posts more
scannable. Few people sit and read online like they would read a bookT but if we

break up our text and highlight the main points, people canstild NS R¢ A0 | yR
understand our points instead of glancing over the whole thing and reading nothing.

To do this, you can use bold, white space, headings, bulleted or numbered lists,

block quotes, pictures (even stock images, such as from and Creative
Commonsclicensed ones from O FYR Y2NB® L &aSS GKIFG &2«
L  0Sasx> FyR GKFdQa F ANBFG &aLNIH@ t NR. f 2

that goes into more depth on the topic.

Appeal directly to , such as asking discussion questions at
the end of the post.

Similarly, you can appeal directly to your and

subscribers. Having the Followers widget high on the sidebar encourages your

visitors to become followerst the prominent placement is visible on every page

load, and it also promises 24 lucky readers their headshots on your front page. You

can also directly mention the following option, explain it to your readers, or even run

I O2y(iSad F2N F2ff 26 S NA usdakubstrivdwidgetin & 2 dzNJ 3
the sidebar to encourage your visitors to subscribe via RSS or email.

After that, think about what you have in your sidebarT and what, of that, is most
usSTdzZf G2 @82dz2NJ GAAAG2NRE® LUQA FAKEQ&2IKI O
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coming back (ie subscription links)? What do you want them to notice most (ie

published works)?

Sidebars are also the traditional place for blog rolls, blog rings and other lists of links.

.dzi NI} 0KSNJ 0KFyYy KStLAY3 @2 dzNinkdckrsdétrac2 NB 0O |
When visitors come across a long list of links, their eyes are likely to gloss overt
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If you want to make the links in your sidebar stand out more, you might consider

KFE@Ay3 FS6SNI 2F GKSYD 52y Qi 42NNESX LQY VY
favorite blogsT but over 200 links on the main page is kind of a lot to handle.

Instead, you could consider a single post, linked in your side bar or menu bar, for all

your favorite links/blog roll. You can still use the same headings and divisions on the

page, too.

We hope this guide and our advice will help you create a web presence that reflects
you and your works well, helps you to reach out to other writers and readers, and
takes your career to the next level!
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