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A solid web presence is an asset to any aspiring author. So how can you create a 

website to appeal to other writers, potential readers, agents and editors alike?   

 
Jordan McCollum, editor of the  Internet marketing news website Marketing Pilgrim 
(and aspiring author), wrote a series of articles to help you understand just that from 
an experienced Internet marketing perspective. 
 
 
Jordan and Kathleen MacIver, website designer and owner of KatieDid Design (and 
aspiring author), collaborated to offer eleven volunteers website reviews.  
 

We hope that these articles and advice will help guide you as a you establish and 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜō ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

futureτso subscribe to JordanMcCollum.com ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 

volunteers! 
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Website Articles 

 

Four thƛƴƎǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ do 

Guest blogging for literary agent Nathan Bransford a few weeks ago, I wrote about 
the ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩs website must have. But in addition to having 
convenient features and good appearance, ŀƴ ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ do 
certain things to fulfill its purpose, depending on what phase your career is in. 

(Side note: I have a blog where I talk a lot about blogging, I reference some posts on 
my other blog here.) 

The get ready phase: networking with other writers 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅέ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ or editors. Since your 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƴŀȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
hurt if you already have a fairly well-developed site. 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ŎǊƛǘƛǉǳŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ 
talk with other writers about writing, explore your genre with other writers, and 
make the connections that help smooth the path for your careerτor at least make a 
solitary profession a lot less lonely. This is your time to start building a community 
of writers. 

How can I do this? The easiest way to make your website into a networking tool is to 
make sure there are plenty of ways other writers can connect with youτand often 
the easiest way to do that is through engaging blog content and comments. 

The get ready phase: find your niche 

²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
time to get your web presence readyτespecially to find 
ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎƘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
(and publogging?) worlds.  

How do I do this? To find your blog/site nicheΣ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ōƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ Lǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ōƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
book and your careerτand at some point, it will probably need to transition to be 
more than just appealing to other writers, too. 

http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/aspiring-author-website-must/
http://blog.nathanbransford.com/2009/07/guest-blog-week-top-7-things-every.html
http://www.mamablogga.com/finding-your-blog-niche/
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This is almost like a market analysisτusing a search engine, look for other sites of 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ōƻƻƪǎκƴƛŎƘŜǎΦ {ŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ όƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎύΦ {ŜŜ 
what angle you can add to the discussion, especially if it relates to your books. If you 
can use your website to show how you and your books will fit on a bookshelf, your 
site is ready for the next phase. 

The get set ǇƘŀǎŜΥ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘŀōƭŜ 

In ǘƘŜ άƎŜǘ ǎŜǘέ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΦ ό¸ƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƎŜǘ ǎŜǘέ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ 
your manuscript.) In this phase, one of your big goals will be to show your target 
audieƴŎŜ όŀƎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎύ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ 

How can I do this? Professional appearanceτǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
hear a lot about in our website critique series, with professional 
website designer Kathleen MacIver of KatieDid Design giving 
ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ  

!ƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊέ ƻƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŎŀǎǳŀƭΣ ƭŀƛŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎτ
but a website for your career might not be the best place to air out your dirty socks 
(or any of the rest of your dirty laundry!). Also, be sure to read over (and have others 
read over) your site for typos, misused words, broken links and images, or anything 
else that would detract from your appearance. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƭȅ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ ōƭƻƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ good idea to at least set 
up a few pages (about, contact, works) with links in the sidebar or create a menu bar 
to help visitors learn more about you and your writing, and navigate your site. 

The get set phase: show off your storytelling 

!ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƎŜǘ ǎŜǘέ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ 
an agent, get you sold to a publishing company, and get you sold on the bookshelves. 

How can I do this? {ƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
mean that every page and every blog post has to be 
written as if it were flash fiction. (Unless you want to . . . 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜ weird.) It does mean making sure 
that you have at least an excerpt of your writing on your 
siteτŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ask for or allow sample pages with their queries. 

http://katiediddesign.com/


Aspiring Author Websites Subscribe for more website tips and reviews 
 

©2009 JordanMcCollum.com 6           from http://JordanMcCollum.com 

However, do not use your website as the only medium an agent can see your query 
or sample pages, especially not if they ask for any writing from you. An agent or 
editor will expect you to email them words (either in the body of the email or as an 
attachment)τnot a link to their website. Never make an agent do more work for 
ȅƻǳǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ hŘŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƭƛƴƪǎΦ 

ό{ƛŘŜ ƴƻǘŜΥ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ά.ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŎƭƛŎƪΦ ²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ 
ǘƘŀǘΚέΣ stopΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŎƭƛŎƪΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǇŜǊ ƛǘŜƳ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ 
dozens of clicks per day, minimum, if agents/editors are even interested enough to 
click on the link anyway. Also some email programs also strip out links.) 

Photo credits: bookshelf by Josh; handshake by ThinkPanama; click by Jordan McCollum 

 

FiǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ 

Now, we have a few things that all authorsτaspiring or notτshould be doing with 
their websites, as well as just a little advice for soon-to-be published authors. There 
ŀǊŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ website should do and have and be, 
ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŜǿ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 

The 1-2-3 phase: attract interest for your book 

After your book has been accepted for publication, your website 
ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻƻƭΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ ōƭƻƎ ƻƴ ŀ 
freŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ όƛΦŜΦΣ ƛƭǳǊǾŜǿǊƛǘƛƴΦōƭƻƎǎǇƻǘΦŎƻƳύΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ buy 
your own domain, preferably YOURNAME.com. And along with 
ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ 
websiteτkeeping your blog, of course, but also hosting a stable 
website. Ideally, the blog and the website design will be 
integrated seamlessly. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊŜƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀǎ 
you can. 

How can you do this? ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ 
launches to help drum up interest: 

¶ An awesome, engaging description of the book 
¶ The cover (so people will recognize it in a bookstore) 
¶ An excerpt, preferably from that incredibly intriguing beginning (with 

permission from your publisher)  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/milkjosh/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/23065375@N05/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/authors-website/
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¶ A link to your book on Amazonτhello, pre-order! (Also, you can use an 
affiliate link to make a few extra pennies off any sales). 

¶ ¸ƻǳǊ ōƻƻƪ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΦ 
¶ Anything else that will make people want to run to the bookstore on launch 

day! 
¶ Send author friends (especially ones with newsletters) a short paragraph 

about your book, with links. 

You can also look at the terms people are advertising and searching on in search 
engines, to see if any of those people might be interested in your siteτthen use 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ όάƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎέύ ƻn your site, in page titles and content, in natural 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ ό¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ {ƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΗύ  

The Go! phase: sell your book 

As with the 1-2-3 phase, your website can be a major vehicle for selling your book 
(and your backlist, if you have one). Candace E. Salima gave a great presentation on 
this subject at a conference I attended in April. 

How can I do this? Well, along with the 
ŀōƻǾŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜad 
the word on other websites through 
advertisements, reviews, releases, contests, 
and other publicity. 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ your website. On your 
website, always, always, ALWAYS have a 
purchase linkΦ IŀǾŜ άōƻƴǳǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎέ ǘƻ 
your books on the websiteτrecipes, play 
lists, deleted scenesτanything you think 
will interest your readers. 

Also, make your website somewhere that people will want to come back toτdo 
something for them, reach out to them (see building a community), be accessible. 
9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻƻƪΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ 
your fans, and striving to build a relationship with them (individually and collectively) 
can help sustain you, both emotionally and financially. 

Always: sell YOU 

Your website is also a great way to sell youτŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ L ƳŜŀƴ 
building a brand that will lead to agents, editors, fans, loyal readers, subscribers, 
fame* and glory* (*results not typical). If you have something to say, some kind of 

http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/04/candace-salima-marketing-books/
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ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŀƴŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƎŜƴǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
brand. 

How can I do this? Make your site professional and consistentτuse the same layout, 
color scheme, graphics, etc. on each page. If you have a theme running in your 
published books (especially their covers or color schemes), go with it on your 
website.  

On your site (perhaps the about page), talk about what draws you to your genre or 
ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
interested in the same topics. 

Also, talk about or at least hint at future projects to keep your readersτyour 
potential customersτƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
newsletter (monthly, bimonthly, quarterly). You can keep your most loyal, interested 
fans updated on your progress, offer special contests, and interact with them. 

Have photographs of yourself (for visitors and high quality ones for media contacts). 
CŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ όƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦύΦ Allow people to 
get to know you (somewhatτwe ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜŀǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΗύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎƻŜǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
point, something you should always strive for with your author website: 

Always: build a community 

A community based around a blog, forum or website means that 
people feel welcome. People can participate and interact with 
you. People come back.  

How can I do this? Building a community around your blog or 
website can be as simple as encouraging discussion, responding 
to comments and writing on requested topics. Whatever you do 
with your website, interact with your visitors. 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƭƻƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
interact with your website visitorsτhost a forum or weekly chats to connect 
personally with them. Use your email newsletter to appeal to them. 

Always: build your platform 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ have a unique selling proposition just by virtue of who you 
ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ōŀƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘer engineer writing about 
high-ǘŜŎƘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƘŀŎƪƛƴƎΣ ǘƻǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
published, you can also use that platform to launch yourself into public speaking 

http://www.mamablogga.com/tag/community/
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opportunities on related topicsτbuilding your brand and your platform in the real 
world. 

How can I do this? Feature your qualifications on your about pageτmaybe even 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ άǎǳōέ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŀƎŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ LƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ C!v όƛŦ 
you have one). Create an FAQ around that industry. List your speaking engagements 
ƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƎƛƎǎΦ ό²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ 
speak on? Something related to your platform and your writing or researchτif 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƘƛƎƘ-tech computer hacking, you could speak about how to 
protect yourself from hackers, for example.) 

Always remember: ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
your readers and potential business associates. Use it wisely! 

Photo credits: excited readerτChris Johnson; booksellerτHerman Brinkman; bricklayerτJovike 

 

How to set up an aspiring author website 

aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΤ LΩǾŜ 
worked with websites and Internet marketing for the better part of my life and I still 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ŘƛŘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ. 

There are three basic things you need for a functioning website: 

1. a domain (you get this from a domain registrar, like GoDaddy) 
2. a host ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ǇŀƎŜǎ and files (from a hosting company) 
3. όǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ need ǘƘƛǎΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŎƻŘƛƴƎ ōȅ ƘŀƴŘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘύ software to work the back endτand hopefully 
generate the HTML code (usually provided by the hosting company, too) 

Sometimes you can get these things together. Blogger, for 
example, will give you everythingτyour domain is 
whatever.blogspot.com, Blogger stores your pages and files, 
and Blogger software generates your HTML code and provides the software that lets 
you maintain your site.  

In fact, ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ .ƭƻƎƎŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ άǊŜŀƭέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ, which can be especially 
ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜ .ƭƻƎƎŜǊ /ǳǎǘƻƳ 
Domain to put your Blogger blog at YourDomain.com, and Camy Tang has a useful 
guide on how to make a a basic free blog more like a website. 

http://www.sxc.hu/profile/Cjcj
http://www.sxc.hu/profile/hbrinkman
http://www.flickr.com/people/jvk/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/set-up-author-website/
http://camys-blogwebsite.blogspot.com/2006/05/how-to-make-blog-your-website_17.html
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Getting more advanced 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ άǊŜŀƭέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ōǳǘ still apprehensive about 
ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǳǇΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΥ use WordPressΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
already comfortable with blogging software, because you get the ease of blogging 
ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ. 

You can use WordPress.com (and you can 
get a WordPress.com blog to show up at 
¸ƻǳǊ5ƻƳŀƛƴΦŎƻƳΣ ǘƻƻΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦǊŜŜ 
like it is on Blogger)τor you can use 
²ƻǊŘtǊŜǎǎΦƻǊƎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻǊŘtǊŜǎǎΦƻǊƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜ 
your blog however you want. 

However, for WordPress.org, you also have to get hostingτspace on a server to 
ǎǘƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ BlueHost for over 
ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜll for me. I chose them because they were 
ƛƴŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ όϷтκƳƻƴǘƘύΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ²ƻǊŘtǊŜǎǎΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘǎΦ 

²ƻǊŘtǊŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ .ƭƻƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ 
websiteΦ /ŀƳȅ ¢ŀƴƎΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛŎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀn about 
ǇŀƎŜ ƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ .ƭƻƎƎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘτōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ 
act like posts on your blog.  

With WordPress, however, you can keep blog posts and pages separate. 5ƻƴΩǘ want 
ŀ ōƭƻƎΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅτyou can do that with WordPress, too, and just use the page 
features to easily create a static website instead. Check out the menu bar at the top 
ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎƛǘŜΦ {ŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ ά!ōƻǳǘέ ŀƴŘ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣέ ŜǘŎΦΚ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ²ƻǊŘtǊŜǎǎ 

pagesτǘƛƳŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǎǘŀǘƛŎ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
blog. 

Also neat: WordPress made that menu bar all by itself. I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ōŀǊ 
whenever I update a page. WordPress is highly 
customizable, in both the site design and softwareτand 
for free.  

If you want to create a WordPress website on BlueHost, sign up for BlueHost using 
my affiliate link ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ t5C ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ²ƻǊŘtǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
BlueHost*τwith info on installation, set up, importing blogs, add-ons and more! (If 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƭƻƎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ search-engine friendly 
guide to migrating from Blogger to WordPress to make your switch safe and easy.) 

http://www.bluehost.com/track/jrmccollum/jrmpost
http://www.bluehost.com/track/jrmccollum/jrmpost2
http://www.bluehost.com/track/jrmccollum/jrmpost2
http://jordanmccollum.com/series/aspiring-author-websites/#*
http://www.mamablogga.com/the-ultimate-guide-to-migrating-from-blogger-to-wordpress/
http://www.mamablogga.com/the-ultimate-guide-to-migrating-from-blogger-to-wordpress/
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ϝ ¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŀǘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀǘ ƧƻǊŘŀƴƳŎŎƻƭƭǳƳΦŎƻƳ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
completed the sign up. 

 

How many websites do you need? 

A writing blog. An in-ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ! ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ for your 
steamy romance ebooks. A site for your nonfiction aspirations. A 
personal blog. How many websites can one person have? 

The answer, of course, is as personal as your websites should 
beτyou can have as many websites as you can handle (and 
please, no more! A neglected website is sometimes worse than 
no site at all.). But how many do you really need? 

LΩƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ ŦŜǿ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ !ǘ ƛǘǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǎǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
would be one website, with a blog as part of that website (if you truly feel you can 
maintain a blog).  

However, in some situations, you will  need separate or nearly separate sites. These 
situations might include: 

¶ Genres that are completely incompatibleτwhere writing in one genre could 
permanently alienate readers in another genre (like the above example of 
picture books and hot romance). 

¶ Writing under different namesτespecially in conjunction with the above 
example. 

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘ άƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜέ ǎƛǘŜǎτrather than completely separate sites, 
ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǊȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ άƳƛƴƛǎƛǘŜǎΦέ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎŜƴres 
but under the same name, you could have Mystery.YourDomain.com and 
UrbanFantasy.YourDomain.com . The sites would have at least one or two links to 
one another, and to your main site, but would remain mostly 
separate. 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǉersonal stuff: does it have a 
place on your professional site(s)? That also depends on your 
genre, the tone of your personal stuff, and your audience. If you 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜέ ōƭƻƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƻ 
keep that and maintain the personal tone and the insights into 
your personal life.  

http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/09/how-many-websites/
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IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōǳƛƭǘΣ be 
cautious about sharing personal stuff. Introducing too much information, 
unprofessional presentation, or flat-out boring content can hurt your brand. 

On the other hand, sharing some information about yourselfτon a limited, 
interesting, professional basisτcan help to make your website more personable and 
ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜτand sometimes it takes some practice. 

Image credits: frustratedτJohn De Boer; characterτSvilen Mushkatov 

 

Website Advice 

 
What follows is condensed advice from the full reviews, which are available at 
JordanMcCollum.com: 

¶ Get-ready phase blog review: LiviaBlackburne.blogspot.com 
¶ Get set phase website and blog review: EileenAstels.com 
¶ Optimizing a site for users and search engines: LoriTironPandit.com 
¶ Showing and telling: the rule for blogs, too! Trish-MollyGumnut.blogspot.com 
¶ Setting goals: TriciaJOBrien.blogspot.com 
¶ Integrating social media & sidebars: WordVessel.blogspot.com 
¶ ¸ƻǳǊ ōƭƻƎΩǎ ƴƛŎƘŜΥ ŎŀǊŜŀƴƴΦǿƻǊŘǇǊŜǎǎΦŎƻƳ 
¶ A blog with a niche: TheChocolateChipWaffle.blogspot.com 
¶ Go! phase site review: HughHowey.com 
¶ Minisites: a shared author site, ScorchedSheets.com 
¶ The challenge of a pseudonym, LaBeletteRouge.blogspot.com 

 

Setting Goals 

This is where every website should start . . . with a careful assessment of what the 

goal of the website (or blog) is, what you hope it will achieve, and who you hope to 

reach with it. Everything else needs to follow that. 

Who visits your blog? Or rather, who do you WANT to visit your blog? Children? 

Their parents? Your friends? Publishing professionals? 

http://www.sxc.hu/profile/deboer
http://bigphoto1.blogspot.com/
http://jordanmccollum.com/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/blog-review-livia/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/site-blog-review-eileen/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/loris-review/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/blog-trishmollygumnutblogspotcom/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/triciajobrienblogspotcom/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/integrating-social-media-wordvesselblogspotcom/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/careanncarols-review/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/08/blog-niche-chocolate-chip-waffl/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/09/phase-site-review-hughhoweycom/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/09/minisites-shared-author-site/
http://jordanmccollum.com/2009/09/pseudonym-author-sit/
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tǊŜǘŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

blog before, and take a look at it with fresh eyes. What do you 

find? 

In order for something ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘτwhere the 

whole world is essentially connected and available to 

everyoneτit has to fit a niche, a smaller target or focus. We 

ŎŀƴΩǘ άŀŦŦƻǊŘέ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 

Internet, so wŜ άǿŜŜŘ ƻǳǘέ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ 

that interests us 101%. 

Your website/blog will be more likely to succeed if you find SOMETHING to center 

it around, ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ άǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦέ Working to appeal to 

a specific, if narrow, audience can help to grow your blog more than trying to 

appeal to everyone. This is just like fictionτǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿǊƛǘŜ όǿŜƭƭΣ ƻƪŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŘƻΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ reasonably expect that ). We 

know that we have to write to our audienceτour niche, our genre.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƎŜƴǊŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

center it around your location and try to find writers near you, 

or who are interested in your location. Or you could target 

writers in your age group. Or you could center it around writers-

who-live-in-the-country. You could even pick something quirky, 

like writers who love yellow or writers who love to go barefoot. 

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ όŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎύ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ Ǉƛƴƪ ŀ 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΣ ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ōŀǊŜŦƻƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ, but just 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ άƎǊŀōōȅέ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ Ƴƻre interested, and 

also make your blog stick in their minds a little more. 

Finding your niche and expressing your niche are important steps in building your 

siteτor growing it. 

Photo credits: yellow paintτTom; puzzle piece (get itτa niche?)τ Andronicus Riyono 

Pages of a Website 

http://www.mamablogga.com/finding-your-blog-niche/
http://www.mamablogga.com/expressing-your-blog-niche/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/tommarker/
http://www.sxc.hu/profile/riyono
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The pages of a website are the static, timeless pages that provide your visitors with 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

each page of your site using a menu bar or left-hand navigation. 

Contact page 

The contact page may be the most important page of your website. Having a 

dedicated, static contact page allows any website visitors, from readers to fellow 

writers, to agents and editors, to contact you without using a public (and sometimes 

awkward) format, such as blog comments or through social media. 

On the contact page, use a web form. 

About page 

The about page has a lot of tasks: 

¶ Introduce yourself (a picture is nice!) 

¶ Explain what genre you write in 

¶ Be personable and appealing 

¶ Show off any credits or credentials in your author platform 

¶ Tell your visitors about your website (especially if you have a blog designed to 

appeal to a specific niche) 

Works page 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǇŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ 

not. DesŎǊƛōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ²Ltǎ ƛƴ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ άǇƛǘŎƘέ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ, like you would in a query letter or 

ōŀŎƪ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎƻǇȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ 

mock cover to increase visual interest.  

!ƭǎƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ share a short excerpt (maybe up to a chapter) 

of your book on your siteτǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎΣ 

so you might take that down while your work is on submission. 

 

Design 
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The two main goŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ are: 

1. Instantly portray what your website is about, and what the visitor will 

receive if they hang aroundΦ όLƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

not likely to find anywhere else on the Internet.) 

2. aŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǎǘƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ mind, thereby upping their chances of 

wanting to come back, coming back, and remembering why they bookmarked 

it when they do come back. 

Basic layouts for blogs are often best, since people are there to read content (once 

ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜύ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ Ƴakes it easy 

to find the content. 

However, website made from a basic, generic design template 

(99% of the time) is ƭƛƪŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŀǊŘŎƻǾŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

its dust jacket (the old kind that had nothing more than a solid 

color and gold lettering on thŜ ŜŘƎŜύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ 

you off to the book/site, but you really had to have a compelling 

reason from somewhere else in the universe to open up that 

book and start reading, because the book cover itself is offering you nothing. 

Find a design that is the visual interpretation of your concept. A header image/text 

helps. 

Photo of book by Marcos Ojeda 

Typography 

When setting the fonts for your site, stick to Arial, Courier, Georgia, Times, and 

Verdana. While the limited selection seems stifling, if you use other fonts, you have 

absolutely no guarantee that your visitors have the same font installed on their 

computer that you doΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ Řƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ά±ƛƴŜǊ 

L¢/έ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ όƭƛƪŜ ƳŜύ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΚ ¢ƘŜ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ ǇƛŎƪǎ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ ǇƛŎƪǎ ά²ŜōŘƛƴƎǎέ ƻǊ 

some illustrative font that renders a picture for each letter.  

The only way to avoid this is to stick to the very, very short list of fonts that are pre-

installed on all versions of all operating systems. If you want to do something in a 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/subliminal/
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font other than that, you have to use a graphics program to make an image of your 

text in that font. (And then make sure you use an alt tag for that image, so that blind 

LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ ǘŜȄǘ-reading programs can still tell them what the text saysτand also 

search engines.) 

Also, making all of your text italicized is harder on the eyes, and therefore makes it 

more likely that your readers will click away without reading it. ό¸ƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ 

how little a website visitor needs to click away! And most of it is subconscious, too, 

ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦύ 

 

Search Engine Presence and Friendliness 

Check your search engine presence by searching for your name on Google, Yahoo 
and Bing. To help improve your rank and/or get indexed, look for opportunities for 
links with your name as the anchor textΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ ōƭƻƎƎƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ōƭƻƎ ǊƻƭƭǎΣ 
etc. 

If you have professional competition for your name, you can work to get links, or you 
can consider adopting a more unique pen name, using a middle initial, or creating a 
unique website name. 

{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ƻǊ ǾƛŘŜos, 
or many other formats. You can use a spider simulator to see your site how a search 
engine sees it. 

!ƭǎƻΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǎƴƛǇǇŜǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ 
search engine results (the description below the blue link) by using the meta 
description element. The format is: 

<meta name="description" content="[description of your site, such as a 
tagline to go below your blog name]" />  

The description you put there will show up as the snippet in search results (if there 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜύΦ 

Here are some more specific instructions on how to insert header codes in Blogger. 

Seek out opportunities to get your name out there more with links back to your 
siteτlike through group blogging, comments and guest blogging. (Be sure to get the 
most out of guest blogging if you do it.) 

http://www.seochat.com/?go=1&option=com_seotools&tool=17
http://www.mamablogga.com/advice-to-mom-bloggers-headers/#comment-7452
http://www.mamablogga.com/guest-blogging/
http://www.mamablogga.com/guest-blogging/
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A few other tricks you could do to help: 

¶ Change the <title> element on your home page to something that 
ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ƎŜƴǊŜ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άWƛƳƳȅ 
tȅƎƎΣ ȊƻƳōƛŜ Ƴŀƴǘŀǎȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊέύ. This helps visitors who bookmark your home 
page or minimize the browser while viewing itτάWƛƳƳȅ tȅƎƎΣ ȊƻƳōƛŜ Ƴŀƴǘŀǎȅ 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ōŀǊΦ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ άIƻƳŜ tŀƎŜέ 
Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƎŜǘǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ōƻƻƪƳŀǊƪǎΦ tƭǳǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛptive title for 
search engines to understand what your homepage is about.  

¶ Use headers to organize and emphasize your text, rather than just using 
ǎƛȊŜκǎǘȅƭŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎƻŘŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ άWƻǊŘŀƴ 
aŎ/ƻƭƭǳƳέ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ғƘмҔ ǘŀƎτa header (top level) tag. That indicates to search 
engines what the page is about. Use header tags (h1, h2, h3) to organize your 
text hierarchically. Test this to see what they look like, but in most designs the 
header tags are large and bold. (Technically, this technique seems to be losing 
a little power, but it can still help.) 

¶ ¦ǎŜ ƳŜǘŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ άǎƴƛǇǇŜǘέ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ. Right now, 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ !ǎǘŜƭǎ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ {ǳōǘƛǘƭŜ 
ǘŜȄǘ Χ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŘŜǎƪ ƻŦ Eileen Astels, an Inspirational Christian 
wƻƳŀƴŎŜ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΦ Χέ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜǘŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŀ ǉǳŜǊȅΣ 
ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ όƛΦŜΦ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ά¸ƻǳǊ {ǳōǘƛǘƭŜ ǘŜȄǘέύΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
insert them in HTML). 

A sitemap is a good way (albeit a last resort) to help users and especially search 
engines find the content on your site.  

 

Blogs 

If you decide to blog, set up your blog to be hosted at http://blog.YourName.com. If 
you already have a blog, especially you can do this through your blog host (Blogger 
or WordPress) and your domain registrar (GoDaddy, for example) without changing 
anything else, really. Setting up Blogger Custom Domain is a little bit technical, but 
not very hard. 

Why do you want to do this? Because ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōƭƻƎ ƛǎ ŀ άǾƻǘŜέ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜ 
ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΩ ŜȅŜǎ. The more votes you have, the more authority search 
engines think your site has. But if these links point to 
http://YOURBLOG.blogspotΦŎƻƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ .ƭƻƎ{Ǉƻǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǾŜ 
your blog to blog.YourName.com, the votes now all go toward your domain (which 

http://www.google.com/support/blogger/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=55373
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many professionals believe will give your site an overall liftτand since Blogger will 
redirect your links, iǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘΗύΦ 

Make sure ȅƻǳǊ ōƭƻƎΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘs ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ overall feel. LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 

disconnect there, it makes the reader do a double-take ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ά²ŀƛǘΗ 5ƛŘ L ŎƭƛŎƪ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΚ Lǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜΗ bƻ Φ Φ Φ ǿŀƛt, (checking back 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘύ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜΦ hƪŀȅΦ Φ Φ Φέ  

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ άIŜȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΗ L Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

If you have trouble coming up with things to write about, you could break some of 
your very long blog posts into series of shorter posts. Series also helps to build a 
sense of anticipation among your blog readersτǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ Ŧƻrward to your next 
post.  

To make your blog posts a little more user friendly, you could make your posts more 
scannable. Few people sit and read online like they would read a bookτbut if we 
break up our text and highlight the main points, people can still άǊŜŀŘέ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ 
understand our points instead of glancing over the whole thing and reading nothing.  

To do this, you can use bold, white space, headings, bulleted or numbered lists, 
block quotes, pictures (even stock images, such as from sxc.hu and Creative 
Commonsςlicensed ones from Flickrύ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ L ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ tǊƻ.ƭƻƎƎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻƴ making your content 
scannable that goes into more depth on the topic. 

Appeal directly to encourage blog comments, such as asking discussion questions at 
the end of the post.  

Similarly, you can appeal directly to your readers to become Followers and 
subscribers. Having the Followers widget high on the sidebar encourages your 
visitors to become followersτthe prominent placement is visible on every page 
load, and it also promises 24 lucky readers their headshots on your front page. You 
can also directly mention the following option, explain it to your readers, or even run 
ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻŀƭΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ use a subscribe widget in 
the sidebar to encourage your visitors to subscribe via RSS or email. 

After that, think about what you have in your sidebarτand what, of that, is most 

usŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜτƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

http://sxc.hu/
http://flickr.com/
http://www.problogger.net/archives/2006/02/20/scannable-content/
http://www.problogger.net/archives/2006/02/20/scannable-content/
http://www.mamablogga.com/four-ways-to-encourage-comments-on-your-blog/
http://www.mamablogga.com/what-are-followers-and-how-do-i-get-them/
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ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ άǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎΦέ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜōŀǊΣ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ 

coming back (ie subscription links)? What do you want them to notice most (ie 

published works)? 

Sidebars are also the traditional place for blog rolls, blog rings and other lists of links. 

.ǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ όŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ōƭƻƎǎύΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ links can detract. 

When visitors come across a long list of links, their eyes are likely to gloss overτ

ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƭƛƴƪΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ ό! ƭƻǘ 

ƻŦ ƭƛƴƪǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŀƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛƭǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ǉŀǎǎing along to the sites 

ȅƻǳ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻΣ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΩ ŜȅŜǎΦύ 

If you want to make the links in your sidebar stand out more, you might consider 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛǘŎƘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 

favorite blogsτbut over 200 links on the main page is kind of a lot to handle. 

Instead, you could consider a single post, linked in your side bar or menu bar, for all 

your favorite links/blog roll. You can still use the same headings and divisions on the 

page, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope this guide and our advice will help you create a web presence that reflects 

you and your works well, helps you to reach out to other writers and readers, and 

takes your career to the next level! 


